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Wayne K2WG, (center) describes the specialized supplies carried in the 
Columbia County Haz-Mat truck at the May 1 Haz-Mat class he presented to 
RVWARS RACES/ARES members. Len, WB2UEB (L) and Mike N2JVE (R)
were part of the group participating. 

RACES/ARES members receive training 
In Haz-Mat recognition and reporting    

The RACES/ARES portion of 
RVWARS spent Saturday 
morning, May 1, learning how to 
recognize what hazardous 
materials are part of an 
accidental (or otherwise) spill by 
identifying them by their labels; 
how close to approach a Haz-
Mat scene and how to report the 
particulars to the Emergency 
Operations Center.   

The class was part of the 
ongoing training of the group. 
The first class involved CPR  
instruction. 

 The classes are the same as taught 
to County firemen and EMS 
personnel. The County and 
Homeland Security officials 
believe that it is to our advantage to 
be prepared in the event of an 
emergency, since RACES/ARES will 
b e p r o v i d i n g f r o n t - l i n e 
communications.    

Wayne Gearing K2WG, Columbia 
County 911 Director, was the 
instructor.    

Bob, WB2DUW, RACES Radio 
Officer, said the invitation to 
become a RACES/ARES member is 
open to all RVWARS members.

 

Skywarn 
Training at 
May meeting    

Representatives of the National 
Weather Service, 
Albany, will be on 
hand to present the 
Skywarn Training 
class following the 
May 24th RVWARS 
meeting.  
   SKYWARN is a concept developed 
in the early 1970s that was intended 
to promote a cooperative effort 
between the National Weather 
Service and communities. The 
emphasis of the effort is often 
focused on the storm spotter, an 
individual who takes a position near 
their community and reports wind 
gusts, hail size, rainfall, and cloud 
formations that could signal a 
developing tornado  

Meeting Date Changed      
Note that the meeting is on the 4th 

Monday and not the 3rd Monday of 
the month. In order to secure the use 
of room 206 (large lecture hall) at 
Columbia Greene Community 
College, it was necessary to change 
this month s meeting date.    

There will be a short business 
meeting prior to the Skywarn 
training. At the April meeting, Carl 
WB2TCV, Bob WB2DUW and Don 
N2USM were named the Trio-in-
Charge of this year s Field Day 
exercise. They will be interested in 
speaking to anyone who would like 
to take part in Field Day. 
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Secretary  Shelly Evans AA2Y 
Treasurer  Stan Engel WA2UET 
Historian  Ken Goetz N2SQW 

Safety Officer  Stan Engel WA2UET 
Newsletter  David Clapper WA2FTI 
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Kenwood TL -922A       

$800.00 
160  15 meters 

100 watts in -  1200 watts out! 
Has Two 3-500 Tubes 

220 volt ac 
Weight = 75 lbs. 

Excellent Condition, Looks Great! 
Pick up only, no shipping. 

Hillsdale, NY area 
Dick Snow KJ2S 

kj2s@verizon.net 
518-672-7422 

ARES/RACES 
Provided Comms 
For MS Walk     

Eight hams, one on a bicycle, 
provided communications Sunday, 
May 2 at Lake Taghkanic State 
Park for the annual MA Walk-a- 
thon.    

The f ol l owi ng members 
participated in the MS walk: 
Bob, WB2DUW; Marty, N2LDR; 
Len, WB2UEB; Mike, N2JVE; 
Stan, WA2UET; Tom, N2ZRC; 
Fred, WA2MMX; and Tom, 
WE2G, bicycle mobile. 

ARES Hams 
at Chatham 
Celtic Day Festival     

Communications at the Celtic 
Day Festival, May 8, 2004, was 
provided by ARES members who 
worked in 3 shifts to cover the 
nearly 14 hour day.    

Hams were stationed throughout 
the fairgrounds with the Net 
Control station located in the 
operat i ons center i n the 
Fairgrounds Agriculture Building. 
Seven people were needed on 
each shift to provide coverage at 
the Grandstand, Horse Pavilion, 
roving patrol and net control 
station. Bob WB2DUW RACES 
Radio Officer and assistant ARES 
EC, worked all three shifts roving 
about to oversee the entire 
operation.    

The simplex frequency of 
147.57 was used as the net 
frequency. The coverage of the 
Fair Grounds was excellent, even 
with stations using low power. 
The only problems with reception 
occurred when stations located at 
the Grandstand were unable to 
hear Net Control over the 
extremely loud music!     

A separate link to the Columbia 
County 911 center was set up 
using the 147.21 repeater. The 
RVWARS Club call, K2RVW, 
was used for the event.    

While it wasn t specifically the 
responsibility of the Hams, they 
most often answered the public s 
questions as to locations of 
various scheduled events. Other 
than a missing child and a missing 
elderly man, the day passed 
without any serious incidents. 
   The following Hams took part in 
the operation: Vic N2OUT, Stan 
WA2UET, Tom KC2MWV, Bill 
N2WP,    Len WB2UEB,   Fred  


